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TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOEL PARKER, Governor of the State 
of New Jersey, and cx-ojjkio President of the Board of Managers of 
the State Geological Survey. 

Sir: 

I have the honor herewith to submit my report upon the 
Survey of the Boundary or " Partition" line between New Jersey 
and New York. 

With high respect, 

Tour obedient servant, 

GEORGE H. COOK, 

State Geologist. 

New Broh8wick, N. J., Sept. 8, 1874. 
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REPORT. 



Feom the beginning of the Geological Survey it has 
been noticed that the mile monuments, which mark the line 
of division between this state and New York, are not welt 
protected, or fixed so as to cnsuro their permanency. Sev- 
eral of them were not to be found; of these one or two 
were reported to have been burned into lime. Three 
others were found lying on the ground not far from the 
line. It is also suspected that some of those now stand- 
ing have been moved from their original locations by land- 
owners, for dishonest purposes. And it was known by local 
surveys that the monuments were not all in a straight line.* 

These particulars have been brought to the attention of 
the Board of Managers in former reports of this Survey. 
And in view of the doubtful accuracy of the monuments as 
they now stand, and the important questions of property 
as well as jurisdiction depending on the correct location of 
this line, a vote was passed by your Board at its meeting in 
Dec. 1872, authorizing the State Geologist to have the line, 
as the monuments now mark it, surveyed. This Survey has 
been made and its results are herewith presented. 

A short account of the boundary itself, the questions 
which have arisen regarding it, and the means heretofore 
taken to ascertain and mark it, seems important for the 
proper understanding of this Survey. 

* The lata Capt. H. L. Southard, in 1859, surveyed the line across the 
Kingwood Tract, from the 19th To tlm 2i)th milo-atone, and showed that the 
o were not get in a straight line. 
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New Jersey was fleet constituted and named as a dis- 
duet colony or province in the year 1664, when its territory 
was sold by James, Duke of York (afterwards King James 
second) to Lord lierkeley and Sir George Carteret. In the 
deeds of lease and release dated respectively 23d and 24th 
of June 1664 it is described as " That tract of land adjacent 
to New England, lying west of Long Island and Manhattan 
Island ; and bounded on the east, part by the main sea, and 
part by Hudson's Elver ; and hath upon the west, Dela- 
ware Bay or River; and extendeth southward to the main 
ocean, as far as Cape May, at the mouth of Delaware Bay ; 
and to the northward as far as the northernmost branch of 
the said bay or river Delaware, which is in 41 deg. 40 min. 
of latitude; and crosses over, thence, in a straight line, to 
Hudson's River, in 41 deg. of latitude ; which said tract of 
land is hereafter to be called Nova Cresarea, or New Jersey." 
In this description, all the boundaries are natural features 
except the straight lino which separates it from the State 
of New York.* But differences of opinion arose very 
soon, in regard to the precise meaning or intent of several 
of the words used in the description, and at least two ques- 
tions of public interest have been involved in them. 

Staten Island, though to the west of Long Island and 
only separated from the main land of New Jersey by a 
small and indirect channel, while the deep and direct channel 
■of the Hudson is to the east of it, and though none of the 
water of that river finds its way behind the Island to the 
main sea, was early claimed as a part of New York. And 
her title to it was finally confirmed by the action of the Leg- 
islatures of the two states, and of the V. S. Congress in 1834. 

* Win. A. Whitehead, Esq., of Newark, uontrimited a imper to the N. J. 
Historical Society on." The c;:-tumatiiiiui;s hading to the establishment, in 
17G9, of the Northern iiuaadavy line iiot ran; Xov. Jersey and New York," 
■which was read .May lL^ili, I.S.V.' 1 , ami printed in Liia ion- .idlings of the Socie- 
ty for that year, pp. 159-1W. Much of the malarial for the historical matter 
«f this report is taken from Mr-. Whiti'lii/iiii's papo 1 , ami where other facts 
have been, obtained, it. is his preparatory work which has pointed out the 
way to secure them. 
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The terminal points for the Northern Boundary were also 
the subjects of controversy very soon after the first settle, 
ments were begun ; the proprietors of East and West Jersey 
and the patentees of land in the adjoin ing parts of New Tork 
having different views in regard to the extent of each other's 
rights. The eastern extremity of the boundary was first 
determined to be at the mouth of Tappan Creek, afterwards 
it was claimed that it properly began opposite the mouth of 
Spuyten Duyvil Creek, and still other claims were presonted 
for its location at various points between these extremes. 
The western end of the boundary was proposed by some to 
bo fixed at the head of Delaware Bay, and by various 
others at the mouths of the Lehigh, the Nevesink, the 
Popaxtun and the Mohawk branches of Delaware river, 
and at the lower end of Minisink Island. Many attempts 
were made to reconcile these conflicting claims and to as- 
certain and mark the line. 

Among these is the following, which is on record in the 
office of the Secretary of State of New Jersey, Book P, 2 
Deeds, p. 435. 

" By His Excellency Lewis Morris, Esq., Captain Gen- 
eral and Governor in Chief of His Majesty's Province of New 
Jersey and Territories thereon depending in America, and 
Vice Admiral in the same &e, 

" I do hereby certify that sometime in or about, as I 
believe, the year 1685 or 168G, Colonel Thomas Dongan 
then Governor of New York with some of the gentlemen of 
the Council of New York and others, met with Gawen 
Lawrie then Governor of New Jersey and some of the gen- 
tlemen of the Council of New Jersey and others, at a place 
nigh which stood afterwards the house of Col. William 
Merret on the west side of Hudson's River, where an obser- 
vation was there made of the latitude, and marked with a 
pen knife on a beech tree standing by a small run or spring 
of water that runs down on the north side of the place 
where, I think, Merret's house afterwards stood. Some time 
early in the beginning of the year 1691, I went and re- 
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marked the said tree, but do not remember what waa the 
latitude that was marked thereon. They went afterwards 
to a house to the southward of a place called Yerdrietige 
Hook, and from thence southerly to a farmer's house to the 
northward of the Tapan meadow, at the bottom of the Bay. 
I cannot particularly remember whether observations were 
made at one or both these places, but I waa told they then 
did agree that the mouth of Tapan Creek, should be the 
point of partition on Hudson's River between the Province 
of Hew York and that of New Jersey. 

Lewis Horris. 

" Be it remembered that on the 28th of February 1744-'5 
before Robert Hunter Morris, Esq. Chief Justice of New 
Jersey, His Excellency Lewis Morris, Esq. aforesaid, ack- 
nowledged the preceding certificate to be his act and deed. 
Robert H. Morbis." 

Though no record of the fact is known, the latitude of 
41 deg. 40 min. on the Delaware must have been found at 
this time for the division line between the Provinces of East 
and West Jersey,' which depended on the location of this 
point, waa run by Geo. Keith in 1687. 

Nothing satisfactory to the parties interested waa how- 
ever accomplished as appears by the following Act passed 
in 1718* 

An Act for running and ascertaining the division line 
betwixt this Province and the Province of New York. 

Seo 1. Whereas many disputes and controversies have 
of late happened betwixt the proprietors and owners of 
land in this Province of'Now Jersey, and the owners of land in 
the Province of New York, which lie near to or adjoining 
upon the division line, as well as between the officers of the 
government, and a number of lawless men there, who elude 
the laws of both Provinces, and pay taxes and obedience to 
neither, pretending to be situate in each of them, to serve 
their evil purpose of disobedience to tho lawful commands 

* Laws of New Jersey, 1718, Ncvillo, chap. 27, p. 11. 
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anil demands of the officers of the government. To prevent 
which for the future, and in order that such of the inhabi- 
tants of this colony whose estates or habitations are adja- 
cent to or border on the Paid Partition line, may peaceably 
and without molestation, enjoy the fruits of their labor, and 
the government may not be defrauded of the public taxes 
that are or may arise and become due from the said inhabi- 
tants, by their protending that thej' do not dwell within 
this colony. 

"Sec. 2. Bejt enacted, by the Governor, Council and 
General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted and declared by 
the authority of the same, that there shall be two or more 
commissioners, with the Surveyor General appointed by 
His Excellency, the Governor of. this Province, or the Gov- 
ernor or Commander-in-Chief of this Province, for the time 
being, by and with the consent of the Council who shall be 
empowered by a commission tinder the great seal of this 
Province, to join with such commissioners and surveyors as 
shall be appointed on the part and behalf of the Province 
of New "York, which said commissioners and surveyors so 
appointed and commissionated as aforesaid, shall on the 
part and behalf of this Province of New Jersey, run, survey, 
agree on, and ascertain the said line, limits and boundaries 
betwixt this Province of New Jersey, and the said Provinco 
of New York, according to the true limits thereof as near 
as can conveniently be done. 

"Sec 3. And be it further enacted, by the authority afore- 
said, that when such commissioners as shall be appointed, 
by His Excellency the Governor or the Governor or Com- 
mander-in-Chief for the time being, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Council, with the Surveyor General of 
this Province have joined with such commissioners and 
surveyors as shall be appointed for and on behalf of the 
Province of New York, and have ascertained, run and agreed 
on the line of partition or division betwixt this Province 
and the Province of New York, they shall make return of 
the same, under their hands and seals, to His Excellency 
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Ill 

the Governor, or the Governor or Commander-in-Chief of this 
Province for the time being, which return shall be filed and 
recorded in the Secretary's office of thia Province, which 
said line of division or partition betwixt this Province and 
the Province of New York, being ascertained, run, and 
agreed on, and recorded as aforesaid, shall forever after 
be deemed, taken, be, remain and continue the partition line, 
limit and boundary betwixt this Province and the Province 
of New York; and all bodies politic and corporate, and all 
other persons whatsoever within this Province, or claiming 
any right or property therein, shall be concluded by the 
same ; any law, usage, custom, or pretence to the contrary 
in anywise notwithstanding. 

Confirmed May 29th, 1719." 

A corresponding act was passed by the Legislature of 
New York, — and under these acts : — Robert Walters, of the 
City and Province of New York; Isaac Hicks, of Queens 
county and Province of New York; Allano Jarrat, of the 
City and Province of New York, and Surveyor for and in 
behalf of said Province 4 John Johnson and George Wil- 
locks, of the Eastern .Division of the Province of New 
Jersey ; James Alexander, Surveyor General of the Eastern 
and Western Divisions of said Province, and Joseph Kirk- 
bride and John Reading, of the Western Division of New 
Jersey, were appointed commissioners. 

They were to " determine which of the streams is the 
northernmost branch of the river Delaware — and to find 
out that place of the said northernmost branch of Dela- 
ware river that lies in latitude 41 deg. 40 min., which is the 
north partition point of New York and New Jersey." 

They located the point at Cochecton on the east bank of 
the Delaware, 38 chains north of the middle of the mouth 
of Station Brook, and their report, which is dated July 25, 
1719, and signed by all the commissioners is. recorded in the 
office of the Secretary of State at Trenton, Book D r 2 of 
Deeds, p. 280, &c. and their map is in Book G, 2 of Deeds. 

Latitude 41 deg. on the Hudson's River was also deter- 
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mined, and the line joining the two points was traced 
through ; but the report upon them ia said not to have bcon 
signed by the New York commission era. 

From this time onwards no progress was made in set- 
tling the questions in controversy, until 1764, when the fol- 
lowing act was passed.* 

" An Act for submitting the property of lands which are 
held or claimed by any of Hie Majesty's subjects as lying 
within this colony and are affected by the controversy 
about the boundary or partition line between this colony 
and the colony of Now York, to such a method of decision 
as His Most Gracious Majesty shall think proper by His 
Royal commission or otherwise, to appoint. 

" Whereas, the Boundary or Partition lino between this 
colony and the neighboring colony of New York, has not 
hitherto been duly ascertained, and by reason of the unset- 
tled state of the limits of the two colonies, not only the 
extent of their respective jurisdictions remain uncertain, 
and the due and regular administration of government 
in both colonies is by that means greatly impeded; but 
also frequent and dangerous riots have been occasioned and 
are still likely to arrive between the borderers, as well con- 
cerning the extent of the respective jurisdictions as the 
property of the soil, to the great disturbance of the public 
peace, and the manifest discouragement of His Majesty's 
good subjects in the settlement and improvement of that 
part of the country; and whereas the Governor, the Council 
and the General Assembly of the Province of New York, 
did at their session held A. H., 1762, pass a law entitled an 
" Act for submitting the property of lands which are held 
or claimed by any of His Majesty's subjects as lying within 
this colony and are affected by the controversy about the 
boundary or partition line between this colony and the 
colony of New Jersey to such a method of decision as His 
Most Gracious Majesty shall think proper by His Royal 
commission or otherwise to appoint, and for defraying the 

* Laws of New Jersey, l~(il — Alliuson, chap. 396, p. 263. 
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t to accrue on the part of this colony on the final 
settlement of the said line;" wherein full and adequate 
provisions are made on the part of that Provinee for the 
purpose of settling and adjusting the said partition line 
and putting an end to a controversy dangerous to the peace 
of both colonies ; and whereas the property of all the lands 
within this colony are hold or claimed by some or other of 
Hie Majesty's subjects, in consequence of divers grants, and 
mesne conveyances from and under His Royal Highness 
James, Duke of York, (afterwards King James the second) 
the original proprietor thereof. To the intent therefore, 
that the salutary work so well begun on the part of the 
colony of New York, might have a happy issue, the legis- 
lature of this colony did, at their session in June last, pass 
a law entitled "an Act for submitting the property of lands 
which are held or claimed by any of His Majesty's subjects 
as lying within this colony and are affected by the contro- 
versy about the boundary or partition line between this 
colony and the colony of New York, to such a method of 
decision as His Most Gracious Majesty shall think proper, 
by His royal commission, or otherwise to appoint; but 
there arising some difficulties at the Plantation office about 
one of the agents therein appointed, and another of them 
being since deceased, it is thought most expedient to annul 
the said law, and by a new one to appoint other agents ; 
which said law and every part thereof is hereby declared 
null and void to all intents and purposes : but that the said 
controversy, as far as it concerns the lands held and claimed 
by any of His Majesty's subjects as lying and being within 
this colony, may, together with the boundary or partition 
line between the two colonies, be finally settled and deter- 
mined. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, by the Governor, Council and 
General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, that all and singular the messuages, lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, and all right, title, interest 
and property, in and to the same which are held or claimed 
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by any of His Majesty's subjects, as lying and being within 
this colony, and are, can, shall or may be in anywise affect- 
ed by the said controversy concerning the boundary or 
partition line, between this colony and the colony of New 
York, are hereby fully and absolutely to all intents, con- 
structions and purposes in the law whatsoever, submitted 
and made subject to the same method of decision as His 
Most Gracious Majesty shall think proper by His Koyal 
Commission or otherwise to instituto and appoint for the 
final settlement and determination of the boundary or par- 
tition line between the said two colonies ; and all and every 
determination and determinations, to be made by any per- 
sons whatsoever by authority derived from His Most Gra- 
cious Majesty, by His Royal Commission or otherwise that 
shall in anywise concern the said line, or the controversy 
that has heretofore subsisted relating to the same, and 
whereby the right, title, interest and property, of the said 
messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments so held and 
claimed as aforesaid, as lying and being within this colony, 
or any part or parcel thereof, shall be intended to be bound 
and determined shall fully, completely and absolutely bind 
and forever determine the right, title, interest, and property 
of tho said messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
to all interests, constructions and purposes in the law what- 
soever ; any law, . usage, or custom to the contrary thereof 
in anywise notwithstanding, 

Seo. 2. And to the end that sufficient provision may be 
made on the part of this colony, for the paj'ment of the 
one equal half part of the joint expense to accrue on the 
final settlement of the said controversy and the boundary 
line between the said eolonies; and also for paying of the 
particular expenses that shall or may accrue on the part of 
this colony in prosecuting the said controversy to a final 
settlement. Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that 
John Stevens, James Parker, Henry Cnyler Junior, "William 
Donaldson and Walter Euthorford Esquires, or the majority 
of them, or the majority of the survivors of them, are 
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hereby nominated and appointed agents, to manage the 
said controversy on the part and behalf of thia colony; and 
also that the said agents or the major part of them, and 
the major part of the survivors of them, shall and' are hereby 
authorized to pay, lay out, and expend from time to time ] 
from and out of the public moneys in the treasury of this 
colony, all such sum and sums of money as shall from 
time to time be necesoary to defray as well the one-half of 
the said joint expense, as the particular expenses aforesaid; 
which sum and sums of money shall from time to time, on 
application of the said agents, or the major part of them. 
or the major part of the survivors of them, as occasion shall 
require, be drawn out of the said treasury by warrant or 
warrants of His said Excellency, or the Commander-in- 
Chief of this colony for the time being by and with the 
advice of His Majesty's Council in favor of the said agents, 
Or the major part of them or the major part of tho survivors 
of them, and also that the said agents and the survivors of 
them shall from time to time, account from time to time 
upon oath for and concerning the execution of the trust 
hereby reposed in them to His said Excellency or the 
Commander-in-Chief for the time being, His Majesty's 
Council or the General Assembly of this colony when by 
them, or any of them, they shall be thereunto required. 

Passed Feb. 23d, 1764. 

N. J. Lawe, 1764, Allinson p. 265, chap. 397. 

An Act for subjecting the estates of the general proprie- 
tors of the Eastern Division of this colony to the indemni- 
fication of this Province from any expense in running the 
lino between New Jersey and New York. 

Whereas by an act of the General Assembly of the 
Province of New Jersey passed in the 4th year of His 
present Majesty King George Third, entitled An Act for 
submitting the property of lands which are held or claimed 
by any of His Majesty's subjects, as lying within this 
colony and are affected by the controversy about the 
Boundary" or Partition line between this colony and the 



Ho^d by Google 



15 

colony of New Tork, to such ft method of decision as His 
Most Gracious Majesty shall think proper by His Royal 
Commission or otherwise to appoint, wherein among other 
things it is enacted that John Stevens, James Parker, Henry 
Cuyler Junior, William Donaldson and Walter Rutherford, 
Esquires, or the majority of them, or the majority of the 
survivors of them are nominated and appointed agents to 
manage the said controversy on the part and behalf of this 
colony and also that the -said agents or the majority of 
them, or the major part of the survivors of them are thereby 
authorized to pay, lay out and expend from time to time 
from and out of the public moneys in the treasury of this 
colony all such sums of money as shall from time to time 
be necessary to defray as well the one-half of the said joint 
expense as the particular expenses thereof which sums of 
money shall from time to time upon application of the said 
agents or the major part of them, as occasion shall require, 
be drawn out of said treasury by the warrant or warrants 
of His Excellency the Governor, or Commander-in-Chief of 
the colony for the time being ; but the Legislature having 
received assurances from the general proprietors of the 
Eastern Division, that the Province should be indemnified 
of all demands for the purposes aforesaid : 

Seo. 1. Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council 
and General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same that all and singular, the lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments and other estates of the said John 
Stevens, James Parker, Henry Cuyler Junior, William Don- 
aldson, and Walter Rutherford Esquires, and all others who 
are general proprietors of the Eastern Division of New 
Jersey and of each and every of them, jointly and severally, 
andbe subjected and made liable to indemnify and save harm- 
less this colony of New Jersey of and from any money being 
demanded or drawn out of the treasury of this Province by 
virtue of any power granted in the before recited Act of 
General Assembly. 

Passed February 23d, 1764. 
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In accordance with thin act a Comn: 
under the privy seal, dated October 7th, 1767.* The fol- 
lowing gentlemen were named in theWrit : Charles Stewart, 
John Temple and Peter Randolph, Surveyors General of the 
Customs for the District of Quebec and of the Northern 
and Southern Districts of America respectively. Andrew 
Elliot, Receiver General of the Quit Rents in the Province 
of New York; Chambers Russell, Judge of the Court of 
Vice Admiralty for the Province of Massachusetts ; William 
Allen, Chief Justice of Pennsylvania; Samuel Holland and 
William DeBrahm, Surveyors General of lands for the 
Northern and Southern Districts of America ; Andrew 
Oliver, Secretary of the Province of Massachusetts ; Charles 
Morris, Surveyor of lands and one of the Council of Nova 
Scotia; Peyton Randolph, Attorney General and one of the 
Council of Virginia; Benjamin Franklin of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, and Jared Ingersoll of the colony of Connecti- 
cut. — John Jay was their Secretary. The Commissioners 
met in the room of the Chamber of Commerce in NewTork, 
on the 18th of June, 1769, and continued their sessions until 
the 7th day of October, when their decision was rendered. 

The agents of the Provinces, assisted by able counsel, pre- 
sented their respective cases, testimony, surveys, maps, and 
arguments, fully and at great longth, and it would seem that 
every effort was made to get a perfect understanding and 
just conclusion in the case. The decision was as follows. 

"At a meeting of the Commissioners appointed by His 
Most Gracious Majesty's Commission to settle the Boundary 
line between the colonies of New York and New Jersey, 
held at the Long Room, called the Chamber of Commerce^ 
in the City of New York, the 7th day of October, 1769. 

PRESENT : 

Charles Stewart, Esq., President. 
Andrew Elliot, 
Samuel Holland, 
Andrew Oliver, 

■.'U.UiLE.- M"HHI». 

J abed Ingersoll, 

■ C. aCommi6Biou rl >. 331 , &.C., July 25, 1708. 
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"The Agents on the part of both Colonics, having offered 
to tbe Court all that they thought necessary or proper in 
Support of their respective Claims, and the Court having 
considered the Same, Do find, 

" That King Charles the Second by his Letters patent 
bearing date the twelth day of March, 1664, did Grant and 
Convey to his Brother the Duke of York, All that Tract of 
Country and Territory now Called the Colonies of New 
York and New Jersey ; and that The said Duke of York 
afterwards by his Deed of Lease and Release bearing date 
the 23d and 24th Days of June, 1664, did Grant and Convey 
to Lord Berkely of Stratton and Sir George Carteret, that 
part of the Aforesaid Tract of Land Called New Jersey, 
The Northern Bounds of which in said Deed are described 
to be " to the Northward as far as the Northernmost Branch 
of the said Bay or River of Delaware which is in 41 deg. 
40 rain, of Latitude and Crosseth thence in a Straight Line 
to Hudson's River in 41 deg. of Latitude." 

" We further And among the many Exhibits a Certain 
Map compiled by Nicholas John Vischer, and published n6t 
long before the aforesaid Grant from the Duke of York, 
which we have reason to believe was Esteemed the most 
Correct Map of that Country at the Time of the said Grant, 
on which Map is Laid down a Pork or Branching of the 
River then Called Zuydt River or South River now Dela- 
ware River, in the Latitude of 41 deg. and 40 min., which 
Branch we Cannot doubt was the Branch in the Deed from 
the Duke of York Called the Northernmost Branch of the 
said River, and which in the Deed is said to lye in the 
Latitude of 41 deg. and 40 min. And from a Careful Com- 
parison of the several Parts and Places Laid down on the 
said Map, some of which, more Especially towards the Sea 
Coast and on the Hudson's River we have reason to believe 
were at the time well known. The Distance of the said 
Branch from the Sea Shore on the South, and the Relative 
situation of the same with regard to other places and the 
lines of Latitude as they appear to he laid down on the 
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said Map at that and other places in the Inland Country: 
We are of opinion that the said Branch so laid down on 
the eaid Map, is the Fork or Branch formed by the Junction 
of the Stream or Water Called the Mahackamack, with the 
River Called Delaware or Fishkill, and that the same ia the 
Branch Intended and referred to in the before mentioned 
Deed from the Duke of York, as the Northern Station at 
the River Delaware, which Pork or Branch we find by an 
observation taken by the surveyors appointed by the Court, 
to be in the Latitude of 41 deg. 21 min. and 37 seconds.* 

•' We are further of opinion that the Northern Station at 
Hudson's Eiver being by the words of the said Deed from 
the Duke of York, Expressly Limited to the Latitude of 
41 deg. should be fixed in that Latitude, which Latitude we 
have caused to be taken in the best manner by the Survey- 
ors appointed by the Court, and which falls at a Rock on 
the West Side of Hudson's River marked by the said Sur- 
veyors, being 79 Chains and 27 Links to the Southward on 
a Meridian from Sneydon's House, formerly Corbet's, 

" It is Therefore the final Determination of the Court 
That the Boundary or Partition Line between the said 
Colonies of New York and New Jersey, be a direct and 
straight Line from the said Fork at the Mouth of the Eiver 
Mahackamack, in the Latitude of forty-one degrees twenty- 
one minutes and thirty-seven seconds to Hudson's River at 
the said Eock, in the Latitude of forty-one degrees as above 
described. 

(Signed) Chas. Stewart, 

Andrew Elliot, 
Andrew Oliver ( 
Jared Ingersoll." 

"Samuel Holland and Charles Morris, Esquires, two of 
the members of the Court not Concurring in a part of the 
determination, viz., That part respecting the 



•The Astronomic;;! nincr virions ami tom;iii'.aUon." for (leteimminy ths 
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Station at Hudson's River, desired to have their Reasons for 
such their Dissent entered on the Minutes of our Proceed- 
ings, which was allowed and they are as follows : 

"The Northern Boundary of the Province of New Jersey, 
is the matter Submitted to bur Consideration and to Ascer- 
tain the Extremities of the Partition Line upon Hudson's 
and Delaware Rivers. 

" In doing this We are to proceed upon Principles of 
Justice and Equity, having respect to the Proofs. This we 
apprehend to be [the] Language and Intent of [our] Com- 
mission and It is necessary It should be so because the 
Country was but little known at the Time The Grants to 
the Duke of York were made, and We must of necessity 
have recourse to the ancient Maps which were in being at 
Time of making those Grants. 

" It is difficult to ascertain with precision what Lands 
passed to the Duke of York by his Grant, Either from the 
Express Words of the Grant or by any Maps of the Coun- 
try that appear to us to have been then extant. Nor is it 
probable that the Duke or his Grantees were better Inform- 
ed when Ho Conveyed New Jersey to Berkley and Carteret; 
the best Lights We have on this Matter are the Maps of 
Vi sch or. 

" The words relative to the Latitude in the Grants to 
Berkley and Carteret, are words of Description concerning 
the Northernmost Branch of Delaware, and We do not find 
upon Inquiry any Branch in the Latitude mentioned. A 
Branch nevertheless Seems to be Intended. The Branch 
nigh to that Latitude is Mahackamack and which, from a 
view of this Ancient Map we are Induced to believe was 
the North Partition point intended by the Parties, and 
think in Justice and Equity ought to be so determined, 
bocauseia Line from Hudson's River to the Branch at Eas- 
ton, claimed on the part of New York, or to that of the 
Poughpaxtonk and Mohawk Branches claimed by New Jer- 
Bey, would Involve many of his Majesty's subjects in Abso- 
lute Ruin who hold respectively under Each Government. 



Hosted byGoogle 



20 

"It is thorofore upon this principle The Point on Hud- 
son's River we apprehend ought also to be fixed, for as It 
appears by Visoher's Map that the Latitude of forty-one on 
Hudson's River, which Map We apprehend was the Guide 
and direction to the Duke in forming his Grants to Berkley 
and Carteret. This Map, ascertains the Latitude of forty- 
one on the upper part of the Manhattan's Island. 

" If the Country therefore was vacant we should not 
Hesitate in Declaring that the Latitude of forty-one as laid 
down in the Ancient Maps would in Equity be the Station 
on Hudson's River, and more Especially because We have 
had abundant Experience in our own Departments to Ob- 
serve that the Ancient Geographers find their Latitudes 
in these parts of the Continent Several Miles more 
Southerly than they are found to be by more modern Observa- 
tions. In Tenderness therefore to the New Jersey Settlers, 
We are Inclined to a more Northern Station and in set- 
tling the place where, Consider that before the Contested 
Territory was planted a Place due West of Frederick Phil- 
lips Mills gained the Reputation as the Station Point upon 
Hudson's River, and a Line from this Station which appears 
to be Anciently fixed by the Governments concerned will 
be the Least detrimental to the Settlers, and one more 
Northerly will Comprehend many Farms in a populous 
Neighborhood held under New York by Ancient Patents. 
We Cannot help being of Opinion That a Line thence to 
the Mahaekamack Branch will be the most Just and Equit- 
able of any We can fix upon agreeable to the design of the 
Royal Commission which We imagine will be most Con- 
formable to His Majesty's Gracious Intentions to His Sub- 
jects in both Provinces. 

(Signed) Samuel Holland, 

Charles Mobkis." 

This decision did not satisfy either of the parties and 
strennous efforts were made to appeal from it, but these 
met such discountenance in England, that the agents of 
the two Provinces finally agreed to accept it as appears 
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from tho following extract from tho Proprietor's Minutes 
vol. B, p. 91. 

"At a Council of Proprietors of the Eastern Division of 
New Jersey, held at Perth Amboy, Sept. 14th, 1770. 

" The agents for managing the controversy on the bound- 
ary line between this Colony and the Colony of New York, 
delivered in a report in tho following words : 

" ' The agents for managing the controversy of settling 
the division line, with the colony of New York, Do Beport 
that immediately after the last stated meeting Messrs 
Stevens, Cuyler and Eutherfurd met the agents of New 
York and signed the agreement, a copy of which had been 
laid before the Board with the only alterations respecting 
the manner of applying for the acts of the Legislature, and 
inserting the names of Messrs Stevens, Parker and Euther- 
furd aB the persons who were to attend the running of the 
line on the part of New Jersey, and Messrs Wickham and 
De Noyelles on the part of New York. 

" That in consequence thereof the 22nd of May last Messrs 
Stevens and Parker with Anthony Dennis their Surveyor, 
met Messrs Wickham and De Noyelles with James Clinton 
their Surveyor at Orangetown, where many of the adjacent 
inhabitants were assembled and were utterly averse to hav- 
ing the proposed lino run, but on the contrary with many 
threats declared they were determined to prevent it, on which 
being apprehensive they might be obstructed if they begun 
on Hudson's Biver and Mr, Do Noyelles declaring if they 
wye he would proceed no further, they all agreed to begin 
on the Station Mahaekamack hoping the people opposing 
would be better informed on their return. Accordingly 
they set out but from the badness of the weather did not 
begin before the 25th in the evening when they set off 
from the Station aforesaid and proceeded on a course S. 53 
deg. 15 rain. B. from day to day to the 7th of June when 
they were stopped a few chains across Saddle Biver by at 
least 50 men. They then concluded to set over to the line 
run and measured last summer by Clinton and Dennis, fronj 
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Phillips' Mill to Minisink Island, which was done. They 
afterwards cross ad Hudson's ttiver and being shown the 
latitude of 41 dcg. observed last summer, they finished the 
traverse from thence to the Mills, and returned to Garret 
Hoppeu's to protract their work. On the 14th, Mr. Wm, 
Bayard, met them at Orangetown and the inhabitants at 
last agreed that the line should be ran, on which the Sur- 
veyors began whore they left off and fell about seventy 
links southward of the marked rock at the latitude of 41 
decrees. 

"Accordingly on the 20th they set off from the said rock 
on a course N. 54 deg. 35 min, W. and continued running 
the same to the day of July when they finished at 
Mahackamack, and fell four chains and iiri.v links southwards 
of the Station, and as a mark is set up at every mile, offsets 
can be easily made to the true line. The Surveyors in 
company with Messrs Rutherfurd and Wiekham then went 
to Goshen where they finished two maps of their work, 
signed by them both, one of which is now laid before the 
Board. Aud further report that during the running of said 
line they had frequent meetings with the inhabitants near 
the same and took an account under what government and 
by what title they held their possessions, and that the New 
Jersey agents have the accounts of the possessions under 
New Jersey to the northwards of the line, and the New 
Yorkagents have the account of the New York possessions to 
the southward of said line. They now beg leave to observe to 
the board that as by the agreement application is to be m#de 
to the Legislature for a law in conformity to the same and 
as the assembly is now called to meet at this place the 26th 
instant they request the opinion of the board in what man- 
ner further to proceed.' 

"Which (report) being considered is approved and the 
board is of opinion that advertisement be immediately 
inserted in the Newspapers and set up in the most public 
places on the line in the counties of Bergen and Sussex, of 
the intended application to the General Assembly for ob- 
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taining an act to confirm said agreement and Lord Stirling 
is requested to prepare a draft of a petition to the Assem- 
bly for that purpose. It is recommended to the above 
agents to meet the agents on the part of New York to con- 
fer with them, that their actions may be similar in their 
application for the like law." 

The law was prepared, passed, and approved as appears 
from the following, which is on file in the Secretary's office 
at Trenton, 
" At the Court of St. James', the 1st day of September, 1773.* 

PRESENT. 

" The Kings Most Excellent Majesty, Arch Bishop Can- 
terbury, Earl of Pomfret, liana Stanley, Esq., Lord Cham- 
berlain, Viscount Earrington, Richard Rigby, Esq., Earl of 
Rochford, Lord North, Sir John Goodricke. 

"Whereas the Governor of his Majesty's Colony of New 
Jersey with the Council and Assembly of the said Colony 
did in September 1772. pass an Act which hath been trans- 
mitted in the words following, viz: 

'"An Act for establishing the boundary or partition Line 
between the Colonies of New York and Nova Ctesarea or 
New Jersey, and for confirming the titles and possessions ; 

"Whereas the Boundary or Partition line between the 
Colonies of New York and Nova Cajsarea or New Jersey 
from the Station of Hudson's River to tho Station on Dela- 
ware Biver not being duly ascertained and the extent of 
their respective jurisdictions remaining uncertain and the 
due and regular administrations of government in both Col- 
onies being by that means greatly obstructed the respective 
Legislatures of both the said Colonies did by acts for that 
purpose passed concur in submitting the title and property 
of the lands affected by the said boundary or partition 
line, in both Colonies to such a method of decision as bis 
most gracious Majesty should think proper by his royal com- 
mission or otherwise to institute and appoint, of which acts 
his majesty was pleased to declare his approbation and by 
* Book C, 3 Commissions, p. 11. 
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his royal commission under the great seal of Great Britain 
bearing date the seventh day of October in the seventh year 
of his reign did authorise and appoint certain persons there- 
in named or any five of them to be his majesty's Commis- 
sioners for ascertaining, settling and determining the bound- 
ary aforesaid between the said Colonies, and Whereas, a 
sufficient number of Commissioners named in the said Com- 
mission on the seventh day of October in the year of our 
Lord otie thousand seven hundred and sixty-nino, did deter- 
mine that the boundary or partition line between the said 
colonies of Now York and New Jersey should be a direct 
and straight line from the fork or branch formed by the 
Junction of the stream or waters Mack ackamack with the 
river called Delaware or Fishkill in the latitude of forty-one 
degrees twenty-one minutes and thirty-seven seconds as 
found by the Surveyors appointed by the said Commission- 
ers to a rock on the west side of Hudson's Eiver marked by 
the said Surveyors in the latitude of forty-one degrees being 
seventy-nine chains and twenty-seven links to the south- 
ward on a Meridian from Sneydon's house formerly Corbet's 
from which determination the agents of both the said Col- 
onies appealed to his Majesty in his privy Council; And 
Whereas several tracts of land to the Northward of the said 
partition line so decreed by the said Commissioners have 
been heretofore taken up or sold and hitherto and still are 
held and possessed by virtue of titles derived from and under 
the government of New Jersey or the general proprietors 
of the same or some or one of them, to Wit ; one tract of 
land on the 6th day November 1718, surveyed and after- 
wards returned for John Decker for 1000 acres with the 
usual allowance for highways ; Another tract on the 11th 
day of October, 1711, surveyed and afterwards returned for 
William Tidsworth for 350 acres with the usual allowance 
for highways, Another tract on the 29th day of July, 1731, 
surveyed and afterwards returned for Samuel Green for 783 
acres with the usual allowance and two other tracts men- 
tioned to contain together 500 acres, besides the usual allow- 
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auce for highways, surveyed and returned for Johannes 
Westphalia, Glaus Westphalia, Simon Westphalia, Tunis 
Quick, Remora Quick and Cornelius Douteher, only about 
100 acres of which last mentioned two tracts are now held 
and possessed by virtue of the said survey, the remainder 
thereof being now held and possessed by persons claiming 
under the colony of New York. Another tract of. land at 
the northeast end of the Long Pond surveyed and returned 
for or at the request of Peter Schuyler, containing 402 acres 
and 49-10flths of an acre strict measure, which after allow- 
ance for highways was to remain for 383 acres and 
32-100tha of an acre, and also another small tract of land 
surveyed the 12th day of July, 1763, for John and Gertrude 
Schuyler situate adjoining the tract last above mentioned 
and containing 13 acres and 50-IOOt.hs of an acre; several 
Other tracts of land sold and conveyed by the'devises of 
James and Mary Alexander to sundry persons on the 13th 
day of December, 1762 to wit, to Elijah Inman 101 acres 
and 7-100ths of an acre, to Hannah Ferguson 123acresand 
51-100tbs of an acre, to George Kimber 161 acres and 74- 
100 parts of an acre, to Hezekiah Lorin 97 14-100tbs 
acres, to Inman Wallin 66 93-lOOtha acres, to Benjamin 
Van Vleet 104 35-100ths acres, to Bryant Hammell 135 
acres, to James Clark 104 56-100ths acres, to Jacobus 
Rosekraus 173 35-100ths acres, to Johannes Westbrook 
100 acres, to John Davis 152 acres, to Jacob Middagh 
213 76-100ths acres, and to Josias Cole 100 acres ; and 
another tract of 50 acres sold and conveyed by Andrew 
Johnston, to George* Kemher on tin.' 8th day of August, 
1769, a part of which lays to the southward of the said 
partition line. Another tract of 87 56-lOOths acres sold 
and conveyed by Benjamin Thompson to Johannes West- 
brook, on the 4th of May, 1763. Two other tracts of land 
sold and conveyed by James Alexander, William Burnet 
and James Parker to Richard Gardner, on the 30th day of 
March, 1753, the one tract containing 170 acres and the 
other 8 acres. Another tract of 40 63-lOOths acres sold and 
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conveyed by the devizees of James and Mary Alexander to 
the said Richard Gardner, on the 3d day of January, 1763, 
and another tract of 173 acres sold and conveyed by the 
said devizees of the said James and Mary Alexander to 
Joseph Barton, on the 16th of December, 1762, part whereof 
lays to the southward of the said partition line. Another 
piece of land containing about one acre sold and conveyed 
by David Ackerman to Jacobus Van Buskirk, on the 12th 
of February, 1762. And also several other tracts of land 
purchased, surveyed and located for the proprietors of the 
Sterling Iron Works, to wit, one tract containing 50 acres 
surveyed the 10th of November, 1736, to Cornelius Board 
and Timothy Ward. Six small tracts containing in the whole 
27 72-100ths acres surveyed February 12th, 1738, to the 
said Board and Ward. Six other tracts of land containing 
in the whole 371 53-100ths acres surveyed the 23d of Juiy, 
1740, to Timothy Ward, William Smith and Company, And 
another tract of 10 80-100ths acres surveyed tile 29th 
of November, 1757, to William Hawkhurst. Three other 
tracts containing in the whole 131 25-100ths acres surveyed 
to James Burling, the 17th of May, 1750, And another 
tract containing 10 29-100ths acres surveyed to William 
Hawkhurst, the 20th of July, 1761, One other tract of land 
sold and conveyed by John Barberie and Peter Fauconier 
to John Sobrisco, on the 6th of November, 1724, containing 
630 acres, One other tract of land sold and conveyed by 
Magdalane Valleau to Coenradt Wanamaker, on the 23d of 
May, 1753, containing 105 acres, One other tract of land 
sold and conveyed by Richard Gardner to Elijah Reeve, on 
the 8th of June, 1762, containing 127 48-100ths acres, Also 
three other tracts of land surveyed the 13th of April, 1768, 
to William Hawkhurst, containing 100 98-100ths acres 
strict measure after the usual allowance for highways. 

"AndWhereas several other tracts of land to the south- 
ward of the said partition line so decreed by the said com- 
missioners have been heretofore patentod and hitherto and 
still are held and possessed by virtue of titles derived under 
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the government of New York to wit, sundry tracts of land 
included in the following bounds, beginning at the aforesaid 
rock on the west side of Hudson's River in the latitude of 
41 deg. and runs from thence southerly along the Hudson's 
River to the southeast corner of the land now in the pos- 
session of Mattys Bogert, and from thence westerly along 
the south side of the said Mattys Bogert's land and along 
the lines of the lands now in the possession of Isaac Wester- 
veltand Garret Westervelt, to the Tiene Kill and then along 
the said Kill to the Dwars Kill, and from thence along the 
said Dwars Kill to Demarests Kill on Hackensack River, 
and from thence along the said river to the mouth of Pas- 
cack River and then along the said Pascack River till it 
comes to the lands of David Demarest whereon the said 
David Demarest's mill stands, and then westerly around his 
lands and including the same to the said Pascack River to 
the said partition line decreed as aforesaid, and then along 
the said partition line to the place of beginning; And 
another tract of land sold and conveyed by Benjamin Ask 
and Lancaster Symes to Thomas DeKay, containing 1320 
acres, part of which lies to the northward of the said par- 
tition, and two other tracts of land sold and conveyed by 
Hendrick Vanderlinda to Frederick Ortendike, by deed 
bearing date the 30th of May, 1735, the one containing 285 
acres and the other containing 180 acres , and another tract 
of land sold by Abraham Van Horn and Catherine his wife, 
to John Fasheur and Cornelius Haring, by deed bearing 
date the 22nd of May, 1752, containing 185 acres be the 
same more or less, And another tract of land sold and con- 
veyed by Samuel Verbryck and Susannah his wife, to John 
Fasheur, by deed bearing date the 19th day of May, 1759, 
containing 265! acres good measure, part whereof lies to 
the northward of said partition line; And another tract of 
land sold and conveyed by Benjamin VanDeLinde to 
William Haldron, by deed bearing date the 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1760, containing 258 acres ; And another tract of land 
being the remainder of the unsold lands of so much in 



Hosted byGoogle 



Samuel Bayard's patent as is contained in a deed from Hen- 
drick Van De Linde to Itoelof Van De Lindc, Benjamin Van 
De Linde, and Samuel Yerbryck bearing date the 30th of 
June, 1760; And another traet of land sold and conveyed 
by Robert Campbell to Andries Pieterson, by deed bearing 
date the 21at of August, 1762, containing 150 acres; And 
another tract of land sold and conveyed by Henry Van De 
Linde and Arienije his wife, to Abraham Post, by deed 
bearing date January 12th, 1760, containing 150 acres ; And 
another tract of land sold and conveyed by Benjamin Van 
De Linde to Gerret Ackeraon, and Gerret Huring,.by deed 
bearing date the 4th of May, 1759, containing 348 acres ; 
And also a piece of land now in the possession of William 
Bayard, Esq., being part of a tract of land formerly granted 
by letters patent under the great .Seal of the Province of 
New York, to Daniel Hotian and Michael Hawdcn lying 
adjoining to the south side of the said partition line and 
bounded to the southeast by the land in possession of John 
Fasheur and to the southwest by the land of William Hal- 
dron ; And Whereas it is conceived just and equitable that 
the present possessors of the said lands on each side of the 
said partition line who have not only purchased the same 
for a valuable consideration but many of them have laid 
out all their substance in the improvement thereof should 
be secured in the enjoyment of the fruits of their labor and 
industry. Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the 
Governor, the Council and the General Assembly, and it is 
hereby enacted by the authority of the same that the said 
partition line so decreed by the said Commissioners is and 
shall forever hereafter remain and be the boundary and line 
of partition between this Colony and the Colony of New 
York. 

"And Be it Further Enacted by the authority aforesaid 
that James Parker, John Stevens and Walter Uutherfurd, 
Esquires, or any two of them shall be .and hereby are ap- 
pointed Commissioners to join with such as are appointed 
on the part of the Colony of New York to ascertain and 
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mark the said partition line ao that it may be sufficiently 
known and distinguished. And the said' Commissioners are 
hereby directed and required to mark the before mentioned 
rock on the west side of Hudson's Kiver marked by the 
surveyors in the latitude of 41 deg. with a straight line 
throughout its surface passing through the place's marked 
by the surveyors and with the following words and figures 
to wit; Latitude 41 deg. North, and on the South side 
thereof the words New Jersey and on the north side thereof 
the words New York, and to mark every tree that 
may stand in the said line with five notches and a blaze 
on the northwest and southeast sides thereof and to put up 
stone monuments at one mile distance from each other 
along the said line, and to number such monuments the 
number of miles the same shall bo from, the before mention- 
ed rock on the west side of Hudson's Itivcr, and mark the 
words New Jersey on the south side and the words New 
York on the north side of every of the said monuments; 
the one-half the expense whereof shall be paid by the 
Colony out of any moneys which may be in the treasury 
upon warrants to be issued by the Governor or Comman- 
der-in-Chief of this Colony for the time being, with the 
advice of Council, provided the whole oxpense to be paid by 
this Colony shall not exceed the sum of fifty pounds. And 
he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
several patentees, vendees, possessors and claimants of all 
and every the said tracts of land to the southward of the 
said boundary or partition line which are now held and 
possessed in virtue of titles derived under the government 
of New York as above described, and their heirs and assigns 
shall severally hold and forever enjoy the property of all 
and any and every of the said tracts of land so as aforesaid 
respectively purchased and possessed as fully and in the 
same manner to all intents and purposes whatsoeveras ifthe 
same had by virtue of this act been determined to be 
within the Colony of New York, without let, suit, disturb- 
ance or molestation of the general proprietors of New 
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Jersey or any of them or any person or persons claiming 
or to claim by from or under the said general proprietors 
or any or either of them or by virtue of any title -derived 
under the said government of New Jersey, Provided always 
And bo itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid that it 
shall and may be lawful to and for any persons claiming 
titles under the said government of New York to any of 
the aforesaid lands or tenements hereby intended to be 
secured to the purchasers and possessors under the said 
government of New York to the southward of the said 
Boundary or Partition line to commence, sue, prosecute and 
maintain any writ, suit or action for the recovery of their 
rights, this act being only designed to confirm Ohe titles to 
such lands lying to the southward of the said Partition line 
as are in manner aforesaid actually held and possessed un- 
der the government of New York, against all elaims under 
the general proprietors or Government of New Jersey but 
not to determine the particular rights of the claimants of 
such lands under the government of New York; Provided 
always that this act shall not be in force or take effect until 
His Majesty shall have given His Royal assent both to this 
act and a similar act passed by the Governor or Comman- 
der-in-Chief and the Council and the General Assembly of 
the Colony of New York the 16th day of February, in the 
11th year of His Present Majesty's reign entitled An Act 
for establishing the Boundary or Partition line between the 
Colonies of New York and Nova Cresarea or New Jersey 
and confirming titles and possessions. 

" Council Chamber, September 25, 1772. 
This bill having been three times read in 
Council — Resolved that the same do pass. 
By order of the House. 

David Ogden, Speaker. 

House of Assembly, Sept. 23, 1772. 
This Bill having been three times 
read in the House of Representatives, 
Resolved that the same do pass. 
By order of the House. 

Cobt'd Skinner, Speaker. 
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"Council Chamber, September 26, 1772. 
I assent to this Bill, Enacting the same 
and order it to be enrolled. 

"Wm. Franklin. 

"Which act together with a representation from the 
Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, thereupon 
having been referred to the Consideration of a Committee 
of the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Coun- 
cil for Plantation affaire, the said Lords of the Committee 
did this day report as their opinion to His Majesty that the 
said act was proper to be approved. His Majesty taking 
the same into consideration was pleased with the advice of 
His Privy Council to declare bis approbation of the said 
act and pursuant to His Majesty's royal pleasure thereupon 
expressed, thesaid act is hereby confirmed finally enacted 
and ratified accordingly — Whereof Bhe Governor or Com- 
mander-in-Chief of His Majesty's said Colony of New Jersey 
for the time being, and all others whom it may concern are 
to take notice and govern themselves accordingly. 

Stephen Cottrbll." 

The directions to ascertain and mark the division line 
were carried out, as appears- by the following extract from 
the Proprietors minutes vol. B. pp. 181 and 182. 

"At a Council of the Proprietors of the Eastern Division 
of Hew Jersey held at Perth Amboy, April 15, 1775. 

" Messrs Stevens and Rutherfurd, two of the Commission- 
ers on the part of New Jersey for settling the line of divis- 
ion between this Province and the Province of New York 
delivered in a report in the following words, 

" The Commissioners in behalf of the colony of New 
Jersey appointed to settle the partition or boundary line 
between the said colony and the colony of New York, do 
report, that according to appointment made with the Com- 
missioners in behalf of the colony of New York, they 
arrived at Tappan the 16th day of October last, and having 
attentively taken their beginning from the rock on Hud- 
son's River marked latitude 41 deg. they proceeded to run 
a random line calculated by former runnings with all the 
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exactness in their power, and Bet up a post at each mile. 
That at Mahaekamaek they again calculated acourse which 
they also run, and together with the former running cor- 
rected each station, and according to law set up stone 
monuments at every mile's distance until their return to 
the rock on Hudson's River which they also marked, and 
further that the Commissioners of both colonics executed a 
joint instrument in writing, certifying the final settlement 
of the said line of partition, which they now deliver to the 
Board, together with the accounts of expenses attending 
the said settlement, all which they now submit to the con- 
sideration of the board. 

John Stevens, 
Walter RUTHBHtfOHD." 
"Which being considered the said report is much approv- 
ed of and it is ordered that the joint instrument certifying 
the final settlement of the line i.o<ioi her with the surveyors 
certificate be proved and recorded both in the Proprietors 
and Secretary's offices, and that the accounts be referred to 
Messrs Cuyler, Bland and John Johnston or any two of 
them to examine and report thereon." 

The Commissioner's Report was proved in 1785, and is 
recorded in the Proprietors book D, of Miscellaneous Re- 
cords, p. 63— The Surveyors Certificate was not found on 
the Proprietors Records but it is on file with the Cpmmis- 
siotiers Report in the office of the Hew York Secretary of 
State at Albany. — And they are as follows : 

COMMISSIONERS REPORT. 

" In pursuance of an Act of Assembly of the Colony of 
New York entitled an Act for establishing the Boundary or 
Partition line between the Colonies of New York and Nova 
Ctesarea or New Jersey, and for confirming Titles and Pos- 
sessions, And of one other Act of Assembly of the Colony 
of New Jersey entitled An Act for establishing the Boun- 
dary or Partition line between the said Colonies of New 
Xork and Nova Cfesarea or New Jersey, and for confirming 
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the Titles and Possessions, "VVe William Wickham and 
Samuel Gale, two of the Commissi oners in the first of the 
said Acts mentioned, and John Stevens and Walter Ruther- 
furd two of the Commissioners in the other of the said 
Acts mentioned, Do hereby certify that we have ascertained 
and marked the Partition line in the said Acts mentioned 
so that it may be sufficiently known and distinguished. In 
doing this business wo have been greatly assisted by James 
Clinton and Anthony Dennis, Surveyors, by us appointed 
for that purpose, as will more particularly appear by their 
certificate hereunto annexed. 

"That the rock on the west side of Hudson's River 
marked by the surveyors in the said Acts mentioned, in the 
latitude of 41 degrees, we have marked with a straight line 
through its surface passing through the place marked by 
the said surveyors and with the following words and figures 
to wit : Latitude 41 deg. North, and on the South side 
thereof the words New Jersey, and on the North side there- 
of the words New York. That we have marked trees, 
agreeable to the said Acts, stauding in the said line, with a 
blaze and five notches under the same. And that we have 
erected stone monuments at one mile distance from each 
other along the said line, except the monument number 
twenty-six which by reason of the Long Pond we were 
obliged to place one chain further from the Station on Hud- 
son's River. And we have numbered the said monuments 
from the West side of Hudson's River, beginning with 
Number One, and ending with Number Forty-eight, and 
have marked the words New York, on the North side of 
each of said monuments, and the words New Jersey on the 
South side of each of the said monuments. 

" In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
seals, the thirtieth day of November, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-four. 

" Sealed and signed in presence "\ (Signed) W, Wickham, 
of Robert Hall, / Q , „_„ « „ _ 

r, ,,. ' _ r Samuel Gale, 

( TTART.T* \\ I'.'Kll.A.M. I ■]!.< it iK 17. >, „ ' 

John Stevens, Jr., (John Stevens, 

Wji, S. Livingston. j Walter Rutherfurd. 



Ho^d by Google 



34 
SURVEYOKS CERTIFICATE. 
"We James Clinton, of Ulster County, in the Province of 
New York, and Anthony Dennis of Monmouth County in 
the Province of New Jersey, Surveyors employed by the 
Commissioners appointed by Acts of the Assembly of the 
said Provinces for ascertaining and marking the Partition 
line between the aaid colonics Do certify that we have run 
the said Partition line with the utmost care and exactness 
we were capable of. That in Running Said Lino we found 
in several parts thereof the needle attracted which we cor- 
rected by staking, That from the Station Rock marked on 
the west side of Hudson's River, in the latitude of Forty- 
one Degrees to the fork or branch formed by the junction 
of the-stream or waters called the Machaekamack with the 
River called Delaware or Fishkill the course according to 
the best of our judgement is North Fifty-four Degrees and 
Forty minutes West as the Magnetic needle now points, 
and that the distance between the two stations is Forty- 
eight miles and Thirty-eight Chains. In witness whereof 
we have hereunto set our hands and seals the twenty-sixth 
day of November, in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-four. 

James Clinton, 
Anthony Dennis. 
" Sealed and Delivered in the presence of 

Barent Mast-lings, 

Jacob Garrabrants." 
" Be it remembered that on the nineteenth day of Sep- 
tember, in the year of Our Lord One thousand seven hund- 
red and eighty -five, appeared before me Azariah Dunham 
one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in the 
County of Middlesex, John Stevens one of the subscribing 
witnesses to the within instrument who being sworn upon 
the Holy Evangelist saith he saw the within mentioned 
William Wickham, Samuel Gale, John Stevens and Walter 
Rutherfurd seal and deliver the within iustrument as their 
voluntary act and deed for the uses therein mentioned. 
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Taken and acknowledged before j -, SrEVENSt j R . 

me Azariah Dunham, j ' 

Examined and agrees with the original, 

James Pakker." 

Since that date no public action appears to have been 
taken in regard to the line or its monuments. 

At the present time [Sept. 8, 1874,] there is a largo loose 
rock marked as described in the law of 1772, and the Com- 
missioners Report of 1774, lying on the west bank of the 
Hudson near latitude 41 deg. N. Its weight must be sever- 
al tons; it has no appearance of having been moved ; and 
it is recognized in the vicinity as marking the eastern end of 
the Division line between Now Jersey and New York. It 
is about 80 chains from the present old Snedcn house at 
Sneden's Landing, is in line with several mile monuments 
and thus nearly answers the location as described in the 
Commissioners Decision. 

There is no monument at the west end of the boundary, 
and no written description of any mark made to fix the 
point. There was however a mark on the bare limestone 
rock at the junction of the Nevesmk and the Delaware. 
It was on the nearly flat rock ; bolow high water mark, but 
usually uncovered. It was in the form of a crow-foot, and 
was plainly cut into the rock, and worn smooth by long ex- 
posure to the stream and the weather. It was recognised by 
those living near there as the point of meeting of the New 
Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania boundaries. Its loca- 
tion in regard to the streams was in accordance with the 
decision of the Eoyal Commission, and it was in a line with 
several of the mile monuments. 

Considering these two points to be the ones agreed 
upon by the Commission in 1769 and determined by the 
Astronomers and Surveyors- at that time, the work to be 
done now, was to trace a straight line from one of these 
to the other; and then to measure the distance of each of' 
these mile monuments from the line now traced, and make 
the proper description and report. 
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For ascertaining the Geographical positions of theso 
points and the direction and length of the straight line be- 
tween these we are indebted to the Supt. of theU. S. Coast 
Survey, who at the requst of this Board detailed officers to 
make the necessary observations and computations, and has 
now furnished us the results of their work as embodied in 
the following communication. 



" TJ. S. Coast Survey Office, 

Washington, May 18, 1874. 
Prof. Geo. H. Cook, 

New Brunswick, N. J, 

Dear Sir, 

"I have the pleasure of 
sending you herewith the results of the determination of 
latitude and longitude made near the northwest corner of 
the State of New Jersey, together with the computa- 
tion of the direction and length of the boundary line, and 
the requisite data for tracing the line. 

Yours very truly, 

C, P. Patterson, 

Superintendent, 



■' V. S. Coast Survey Office, 

"Washington, 14 May, 1874. 
C. P. Patterson, Esq., 

Supt. IT. S. Coast Survey. 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honor to 
submit the following statement relative to the northern 
boundary line between New Jersey and New York for com- 
munication to Prof. Geo. H. Cook. 

" 1. Position of terminal point near Hudson River. 
Latitude 40 deg., 59 min., 51'20 seconds. 
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Longitude, 73 deg., 54 min., 11 seconds. 

Azimuth of boundary lioe 121 deg., 16 min., 54 seconds. 

"2. Position of Tri-states Rock, N. "W. terminus. 
Latitude 41 deg., 21 min., 22"63 seconds. 
Longitude 74 deg., 41 min., 4070 seconds. 
Azimuth of boundary line 300 deg., 45 min., 38 seconds. 

" 3. Length of line 84,730 yards, or 48J miles. 
"The accompanying memoranda give all the information 
requisite for tracing the line. 

Tours respectfully, 

J. B. Hilgakd, 

Asst. in charge of Office." 
The work of tracing the straight line, and making the 
proper surveys and computations on the position of the 
monuments, has been done by Prof. Ed. A. Bowser, during 
the present summer, and his report is presented hero. 



PROF. BOWSER'S REPORT. 

" New Brunswick, N. J„ Aug. 28, 1874. 
" Da. Geo. H. Cook, 

Dear Sir. 

" I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the survey of the Northern Boun- 
dary of New Jersey, made in the months of July and Au- 
gust of the present year. 

"I was instructed to run a straight line from the Tri- 
states-rock at the northwest terminus of the Boundary to 
the eastern terminus at the Hudson River ; and to locate 
the present monuments and describe the mile-stones. My in- 
structions required me also to find the variation of the 
needle at different points, to ascertain where there was local 
attraction, to examine the topography of the Country in 
the neighborhood of the line, and to take barometric 
heights. 

"To assist me in this work I fortunately obtained the 
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3 of Mr. J as. K. Barton, of the class of 1871, Rutgers 
Scientific School, and a careful and accurate Surveyor. I 
was assisted also by several of the students of the Scientific 
School. The instrument used was an 8-inch theodolite which 
was loaned by the Superintendent of the IT. S. Coast Sur- 
vey. This instrument was placed in charge of Mr. Barton. 
"The work was begun at the northwest terminus of the 
Boundary, The instrument was set up on the Tri-states-rock 
and the angle between the meridian and the Boundary as 
computed by the Coast Survey was turned off. From this 
station a point on our line was determined on the westerly 
edge of the summit of the Blue Mountain. The instrument 
was then moved forward to this point, and after running to 
the easterly edge of the summit we sighted to the top of 
Pochuck Mountain, a distance of about ten miles. From 
the station on the Pochuck we sighted to the top of War- 
wick Mountain, a distance of eight miles. From this station 
we could see our back stations on the Pochuck and the Blue 
Mountain in the same vertical plane ; the latter being eigh- 
teen miles off. Three sights more brought us to the high 
mountain west of Suffern's station, and distant from our 
station on Warwick Mountain eleven miles; the two inter- 
mediate stations being on Bough Mountain and Cedar Pond 
Mountain. From the station near Suffern's we sighted to a 
point eight miles ahead, which was nine miles from the 
Hudson River; and from this last station we reached a 
point on the Palisades, about three-quarters of a mile from 
the Hudson River. From this point we could look back 
and see our station at the nine-mile atone, and also the one 
west of Suffern's, in the same vertical plane; the latter 
being seventeen miles off. Three sights more brought us 

to the Hudson Biver, which we reached at a distance Of 

48 63-100ths feet north of the eastern terminus of the 
Boundary. With a very few exceptions our sights were 
several miles in length, and all of them were made with sev- 
eral repetitions and with the utmost care. The offsets 
were then computed in order to locate exactly the straight 
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line joining the east and west ends of the Boundary. We 
then ran from the Hudson back to the Delaware, and loca- 
ted the present Boundary by measuring the distance of each 
mile-stone from our line and subtracting the offsets. These 
distances, together with the present Boundary and the 
straight line just run, are shown on the map which accom- 
panies this report. With the exception .of stations 10, 15, 
22, 26, 27, 30, 31, 34, 36, 41, 43, 46, 47 and 48, thirteen in all, 
there is a stone monument standing at every mile, with the 
Words New York and New Jersey and the number of miles the 
stone is from the west edge of the Hudson river, cut in it. 
Stations 15, 22, 26, 36, 41, 46, 47 and 48 were located by 
ascertaining from farmers living in the neighborhood where 
the line had " always run " at these points. At many of 
the stations were piles of atones, while at others the wood 
was cut on one side of the line and standing on the oppo- 
site side. At stations 15 and 41 the monuments are broken 
down and lyi'ng a short distance away ; Station 10'is lying 
down having been plowed up this spring. At station 26 
the monument is probably below the surface of Greenwood 
lake, as it was placed in 1774 on the western edge, and the 
water is now several feet higher than it was then. At 
stations 31, 34 and 43 are blazed trees which are said to be 
on the line, and are so recognised in deeds, — At station 30 
neither the stone monumentnor the line could be found. It 
will be seen on the map that the present boundary is crooked, 
swinging down into New Jersey, and quite regular except 
in the mountain region between the 16th and 29th mile- 
stones ; and that midway it deviates from the straight line 
about 2400 feet. 

" We found the variation of the needle at the eaat end to 
be about 2 deg. more than at the west end, and the varia- 
tion about the 40th mile stone is 1 deg. less than at Tri- 
etates-rock. 

" At a number of places in the mountain region between 
the 16th and 29th mile stones, at the Pochuck Mt., and also 
on the Palisades, there was some iocal attraction. 
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"It becomes interesting to know why the line wo have 
just run should differ so much from the present Boundary. 
The Hue we havo just run is a Btraight Hhe ; in other words 
it is an arc of a great circle, which is the shortest distance 
between two points on the surface of a sphere. The pres- 
ent Boundary which was run in 1774 was run with the 
compass, and therefore would be approximately a rhumb 
line, and the shorter the sights the closer the approximation : 
that is, it would everywhere have the same course. Now 
if there had been no variation of the needle or if the varia- 
tion had been everywhere .the same, the line run would 
have been approximately a true rhumb line, which would 
differ a little from an arc of a great circle; it would be 
slightly curved, swinging down into New Jersey. But be- 
cause there was a variation of the needle, and because this 
variation — although different in amount from what it now 
is must have been about 2 deg. more at the east than at the 
west end, the line run must have been approximately a 
magnetic rhumb line which would curve much more than 
a true rhumb line ; that is it would swing down into New 
Jersey much more than a true rhumb line would. And be- 
cause there was local attraction at many points the curve 
would be likely to have irregularities in it, notwithstanding 
the care that might be taken to eliminate all errors: for 
example the irregularity between the 18th and 19th mile- 
stones. Up to the 18th the distances of the stones from the 
straight line increase pretty regularly by a little less than 
a hundred feet whereas the distance of the 19th mile-stone 
from the line exceeds that of the 18th by 469 feet. 

" To ascertain how much the present " Boundary differs 
from a magnetic rhumb line on the supposition that the 
variation of the needle when the line was run was 2 deg. 
more at the east than at the west end, I have made several 
computations. The following are the results : 

" The true course at the east end of an arc of a great 
circle running from the terminal point on the Hudson Eiver 
to the Tri-states-rock on the Delaware is N, 58 deg. 43miu. 
06 seconds W. 



Ho^d by Google 



41 

" The true course of a true rhumb line connecting the same 
points ; that is a line cutting every astronomical meridian at 
the same angle is about N. 58 deg., 57 min. 11 seconds W. 

" The true course of a magnetic rhumb line, that is a line 
cutting every magnetic meridian at the same angle, owing 
to the change of variation of the needle between the east 
and west ends is about K. 59 dog., 50 min. 11 seconds W. 

"The present magnetic bearing of this line, is about N. 
51 deg. W. 

" The middle point of a true rhumb line would be south 
of the middle point of an arc of a groat circle by 1-3 seconds, 
or 133 feet. 

" The middle point of a magnetic rhumb line would be 
south of the middle point of a true rhumb line by 16-6 
seconds, or 1702 feet. 

"The middle point of a magnetic rhumb line would be 
south of-the middle point of the arc of a great circle by 
17-9 seconds, or 1835 feet. 

" By comparing this magnetic rhumb line with the 
present "Boundary," as represented on the map, it will be 
seen that with the exception of the part through the 
mountain region between the 16th and 29th mile-stones, the 
Boundary coincides tolerably well with a magnetic rhumb 
line. The conclusion therefore is, if there had been no 
local attraction in 177-1, the Surveyors. Clinton and Dennis, 
instead of running a straight line would have run a magnet- 
ic rhumb line from the Hudson River to the Delaware. But 
because there was local attraction at different points, the 
line then run and marked has in it several irregularities; and 
this is probably the reason whythe present crooked line 
forms the " Northern Boundary of New Jersey." 

" I append the following Notes in regard to the several 
monuments on the Boundary or Partition line : 

"Eastern Terminus. — The rock on the bank of the 
Hudson which marks the eastern terminus of the Division 
line, is a block of trap from the Palisades at the foot of 
which it lies. It is an undressed but nearly rectangular 
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mass; its lower face almost level and about six inches above 
extreme high watermark; and its eastern side facing the 
river. Ita dimenaious are nearly 7 feet 6 inches along the 
river, 3 feet 10-inches from front to rear, and 3 feet 2-inches 
high ; and i\, weighs more than six tons. It is marked on 
its eastern face with a chisel-cut as follows : across the 
upper part Latitude 41 Deg. North ; a vertical line is cut 
down the face under this, and 2 feet from the north end, 
and the words New York on the north side of the lino, and 
New Jersey on its south side. It ia S. 18 deg., 44 min. W. 
313-21 feet from the U. S. Coast Survey Station Duer. 

1st. Mile Stone. — Bed Sandstone post, 32 inches high, 
15 inches wide and 7 inches thick : (this is nearly the size of 
all of them) : stands in woods on land of J. Moore : 60 feet 
south of straight line. 

2nd. Red Sandstone : stands nearly plumb ; in swamp 
in woods ; 93 feet south of straight line. 

3d. Red Sandstone ; stands a little inclined but firm : in 
open field on land of J. Barton ; offset from straight line 
163 feet. 

4th. Red Sandstone; stands firm though a little inclined: 
in open field on land of A. Blauvelt; offset 215 feet. 

5th. Red Sandstone ; leans a little, but firm ; in woods 
of Hiram Slocum ; offset 347 feet. 

6th. Red Sandstone ; a little inclined ; in woods of Wm. 
Van Dyne ; offset 373 feet. 

7th. Red Sandstone ; leans a little ; in open field of J. 
Horn's ; offset 453 feet. 

8th. Red Sandstone; leans a little; in open field on 
land of A. Van Blarcum ; offset 519 feet. 

9th. Rod Sandstone ; slightly inclined ; in open field on 
]>. Atkinson's land ; offset 601 feet. 

10th. Red Sandstone; on Jas. Ledwith's land in open 
field; 39 inches high, 12 inches wide, and 5 inches thick ; it 
is lying down ; offset 677 feet. 

Ilth. Red Sandstone ; 36 inches high, 13 inches wide 
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and 6 inches thick; in grove of cedars on J. D. Buskirk's 
land ; slightly inclined ; 719 feet south of straight line. 

12th. Eed Sandstone ; 33 inches high, 13 inches wide, 
and 5J inches thick ; inclines a little ; in edge of woods on 
A. Litchult's land; offset 833 feet. 

13th. Eed Sandstone ; 30 inches high, 14 inches wide, 
and 8 inches thick ; slightly inclined ; in open field on land, 
of J. H. Fisher ; offset 904 feet. 

14th. Eed Sandstone; 35 inches high, 13 inches wide, 
and 8 inches thick; upright; in woods on land of W. W. 
Way ; offset 991 feet. 

15th. Eed Sandstone ; lying a short distance from the 
station by tbe side of a fence ; in open field on land of Dr. 
Zabriskie; offset 1059 feet. 

16th. G-neissEock; 24 inches high, 18 inches wide at 
bottom and 9 incbes at top, and 4 inches thick , upright: 
in woods west of Suffern's station; offset 1181 feet. 

17th. Eed Sandstone; irregular; in woods on moun- 
tain west of Suffern's; offset 1269 feet. 

18th. Eed Sandstone; undressed; in clear, on land of J. 
L. Pearson ; offset 1327 feet. 

19th. Gneiss ; 24 inches high ; a little inclined ; in woods 
on mountain west of Negro Pond ; not dressed; offset 1796 
feet. 

20th. Gneiss ; not dressed ; in open field on line between 
J. H. Tidabock and G. Babcock ; offset 2024 feet. 

21st. Gneiss ; not dressed ; in woods on land owned by 
Cooper and Hewitt; offset 2149 feet. 

22nd. On hill east of Black Eock Hill ; original stone 
could not be found ; stone pointed out as the mite-stone had 
been recently put up ; offset 1940 feet (?) 

23rd. Grey Gneiss Ebck; in valley east of the Beech 
Mountain; edge of woods; near Mrs. Morris' house; offset 
2263 feet. 

24th. Grit Eoek ; in woods ; offset 2372 feet. 

25th. East of Greenwood Lake in woods ; was not 
found in 1874 ; offset 2394 feet. (?) 
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CONCLUSION. 
In reviewing this survey and considering its results, the 
following points stand out clearly as worthy of further 
attention. 

1. The terminal monuments of the line which are now 
plainly marked, should be permanently secured and legally 
protected. The western terminus, called Tri-atatea-rock, is 
on the property of the Laural Grove Cemetery. The eas- 
tern terminus, a heavy block of stone, known aa the State- 
line rock, is on private property, a rail road has been gra- 
ded along the river shore just east of it, and in the changes 
continually occurring, the spot occupied by this old land- 
mark may be needed by its owner for some other use. 

2. The Partition Line, as indicated by the monuments, 
is not a straight line. Of the 48 mile atonea which origi- 
nally marked the line, one third are now gone, and some of 
the others are exposed in open fields where they are in 
danger of being broken down. In cases where these mon- 
uments are gone they cannot, with certainty, be replaced, 
Some joint action should be had with the State of New 
York, by which the lino could be straightened, and made to 
accord with its original definitions and descriptions. And 
when authoritatively defined and retraced it should be 
marked by permanent monuments, owned and controlled 
by the states interested, or by the General Government. 

George H. Cook. 
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